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30th Anniversary Congress of the Psychological Society of South Africa

The year 2024 marks a major milestone for South Africa, with the country celebrating the 30th 
anniversary of the inception of democracy and the fall of apartheid. Similarly, the nationally 
representative body for psychology in South Africa celebrates its 30th anniversary; its birth 
having preceded the country’s liberation by about three months. Unlike the psychological 
associations of the past, PsySSA was established on democratic principles, and focused on 
being a society for all psychology professionals.     

It is with great pride that we commemorate this historic and momentous occasion, and call on 
all of our members and friends in psychology nationally and globally to join us. The year 2024 
will be a year of celebration as well as reflection on the journey we have made as a discipline. 
While the three decades of democracy in our country have exposed various challenges that may 
require further activism and struggle, we can confidently say that psychology has developed 
well over the 30 years. As a discipline and a profession, psychology is undoubtedly stronger 
than it was before the democratic era. South African psychology, through the national body 
PsySSA, is globally recognised and represented, and plays a key role internationally. We have 
much to be proud of – and it is our time to celebrate!       

The 30th Anniversary PsySSA Congress will also incorporate the 10th Anniversary Pan African 
Psychology Union (PAPU) Congress and will take place at Emperors Palace Convention 
Centre, Johannesburg, South Africa, from 8-11 October 2024. Being both a national and 
continental showpiece of psychology, the event is aimed at the global arena and will draw 
scholars, academics, researchers and practitioners from around the world. We encourage 
you to consider presenting your work, and sharing your ideas and experiences at this historic 
congress. 

The Scientific Committee welcomes abstracts and proposals for symposia, oral papers, 
posters round-tables, and creative work. Abstracts addressing all fields of psychology and 
related areas will be considered. Abstract submission opens on 31 January 2024 and closes 
on 05 April 2024.

PsySSA encourages you to be a part of this exciting event and play an active role by 
contributing to the scientific programme, which promises stimulating presentations, robust 
debate and innovative ideas.


