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18 March 2020 
 
Postponement of ICP2020 and the IUPsyS Assembly     
 
Dear IUPsyS National Members and Members of the IUPsyS Family 
 
Under the unique circumstances that all our countries are confronting regarding the Novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the IUPsyS Executive Committee (EC) and the ICP2020 
leadership have decided to postpone the 32nd International Congress of Psychology 
(ICP2020), which was due to be held this July in Prague, Czech Republic. The IUPsyS 
Assembly will also be postponed. These necessary decisions – taken in terms of Articles 19  
(c)1 and (d)2 and Article 243 of the IUPsyS Statutes – have not been taken lightly, and are 
intended to protect the >8000 participants and others involved, the integrity of our +130-
year old ICP, and all of us in IUPsyS, under the extraordinary prevailing conditions which our 
fragile world currently faces.  
 
The IUPsyS EC has:  

• Closely monitored the situation since the detection and spread of COVID-19 from 
early this year; 

• Noted that there are severe restrictions on travel and gatherings worldwide, 
including in the Czech Republic;  

• Empathy for and understanding of the concerns raised by some of the >8000 
registered presenters; 

• Evaluated the numerous factors associated with hosting the major quadrennial event 
in international psychology - our ICP - as well as safeguarding all those attending 
ICP2020 and the IUPsyS Assembly, including those who are wittingly or otherwise 
associated with ICP2020;  

• Recognised that this will be quite inconvenient, but weighed against all the relevant 
known factors, especially of making a decision earlier rather than later, concluded 
that postponement is unavoidable;  

• An abiding commitment to ensuring that ICP2020 occurs in a period that is more 
secure, safe and certain than in the current uncertainty; and 

 
1 To monitor the progress on the organization of International Congresses of Psychology and other activities conducted under the auspices of the 
Union. 
 
2 To call a special meeting of the Assembly in an emergency, and to alter the time and place of a regular meeting as provided for in Article 16 (g). 

3 In the extraordinary event that an International Congress of Psychology is cancelled or postponed or if a quorum is not attained at the Assembly, 
the Officers and other members of the Executive Committee shall continue to serve until the next Assembly at which time elections shall be held 
and appointments made. Those elected and appointed in this manner shall serve until the close of the next International Congress of Psychology. 
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• Rescheduled ICP2020 to 18-23 July 2021 at the same Prague Congress Centre, with 
the IUPsyS Assembly rescheduled for 19 and 21 July next year.  

 
We know that this will be a disappointment, but trust that you will appreciate the necessity 
for this postponement, and we rely on you to spread the word to your members and others 
who will want to attend ICP2020 next year. A notice will go out to all the >8000 registered 
presenters regarding logistics and other arrangements resulting from this postponement.  
 
This decision has been taken after careful consideration of the unprecedented global 
circumstances we are all facing to safeguard the health and wellbeing of everyone involved 
and to preserve our collective integrity as IUPsyS and our flagship ICP.  
 
We are writing to you, our National Members and Members of the IUPsyS Family, in 
advance of other communications, as it is important to us as the IUPsyS leadership that 
we keep you fully informed. We will continue communicating with you about further 
developments and progress with operationalising our strategic objectives. 
 
Please do not hesitate to email IUPsyS Secretary-General anndwatts@iafrica.com copying 
our Administrative Coordinator karl.swain@iupsys.org with any questions that you may 
have. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Professor Pam Maras, President    

Professor Saths Cooper, Past President  

Dr Ann D. Watts, Secretary-General 

Dr GOH Chee Leong, Treasurer 


