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THE POSSIBILITIES (AND LIMITS) OF 
LIBERATION PSYCHOLOGY:  
IMPLICATIONS FOR UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL SUFFERING, 
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URMITAPA DUTTA is 
an Associate Professor of 
Psychology at University of 
Massachusetts Lowell, USA. 
She is currently a Scholar-

in-Residence at the National 
Center for Institutional 

Diversity and Department of 
Women’s Studies at University of Michigan Ann 
Arbor. Urmitapa is committed to feminist decolonial 
praxis and seeks to (co)create communities of 
resistance and healing across the spaces she 
occupies and transgresses. A scholar activist, and 
working in solidarity with communities/groups in the 
U.S. and India, her program of research focuses on 
everyday violence, seeks to denaturalize oppressive 
conditions and to articulate experiences that are 
silenced by officially sanctioned narratives. 

CHRISTOPHER SONN 
is an Associate Professor 
in Community Psychology 
at Victoria University, 
Melbourne, Australia on 

the land of the Wurundjeri of 
the Kulin nation. His research 

examines histories  of colonialism 
and oppression and its continuities in various forms 
of structural violence, and its effects on social 
identities, intergroup relations and belonging. He 
holds a Visiting Professorship at the University of 
the Witwatersrand, South Africa. He is co-editor of 
Creating Inclusive Knowledges, co-author of Social 
Psychology and Everyday Life, and Associate Editor 
of the American Journal of Community Psychology 
and Community Psychology in Global Perspective.

Hosted by the 
Unisa College of Graduate Studies and its Institute for Social and Health Sciences

in collaboration with the 
International Relations Office, University of the Western Cape 

and supported by the 
South African Medical Research Council - University of South Africa Violence, Injury and Peace Research Unit

& Psychological Society of South Africa
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