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Presidential message 

It is an incredible privilege to be elected President of the 
Psychological Society of South Africa (PsySSA), and it is equally a 
task filled with great responsibility and duty. Therefore, while this is 
a momentous occasion and one that I accept with great pride, the 
gravity of the role is foremost in my mind as I begin my year leading 
the country’s major Psychology organization. 

This is an interesting time for organized Psychology, especially 
considering world events, public views of Psychology internationally, 
the concerns about its role, ethics and limits of practice, and very 
importantly South African Psychology’s positive contributions and 
involvements on the world stage. We are increasingly represented 
on major international Psychology bodies, congresses, research 
bodies, scholarly journals, and a number of our locally trained 
psychologists are involved in universities and other institutions 
around the world. The International Congress of Psychology (ICP 

2016) which takes place in Yokohama, Japan, follows on the heels of a most memorable and 
highly successful ICP 2012 co-hosted by PsySSA in Cape Town, which saw record attendance 
and representation from most countries and every continent. All things considered, we can truly 
say that South African Psychology has arrived!  

At the same time there are numerous challenges facing Psychology as a discipline and as a 
profession within our country. Some are long-standing issues while others are newer ones 
emanating within the vast social, economic and other challenges facing our country. These need 
to be engaged and addressed as best we can. With the inauguration of the new Professional 
Board for Psychology at the HPCSA we are looking forward to ongoing discussions with the Board. 
In summary there is a great deal of work ahead and I hope that we will be able to make some 
progress during the next year.  

I am fortunate to be working with Past-President Juan Nel and President-Elect Sumaya Laher both 
of whom are seasoned PsySSA campaigners and with whom I have worked very well previously, 
in different contexts as well. In addition, the current Executive comprises an exciting group of 
‘younger’ psychology professionals who bring fresh and innovative ideas that will benefit the 
Society enormously. We are all looking forward to a productive term ahead.
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