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1st Announcement

Internationally, 2015 has been a year that has interrogated the role of Psychology and Psychology professionals in 

society. In particular, the involvement of Psychologists’ in human rights abuses provided an opportunity for many to 

examine Psychology’s responsibility to society. The reactions (or lack thereof) from organisations and individuals also 

brought the responsiveness of Psychology to the fore. In the South African context, the increase in service delivery 

protests, anti-corruption marches, high levels of crime, violence and trauma and the perpetuation of gross inequality 

also demand some responsiveness from Psychology. As a profession that focuses on individual and societal wellbeing, 

Psychology professionals have a responsibility to inform research, policy and practice for the betterment of all in 

society. This compels Psychology to engage with the transformation to a more socially relevant discipline in training 

and practice. In an increasingly globalised world where technology is embedded in individual behaviour, Psychology is 

offered a platform to transform the discipline by engaging creatively with the power offered by technological advances. 

Yet Psychology professionals in South Africa are challenged by issues of Scope of Practice wherein the emphasis is on 

differentiating the roles of professionals rather than focusing on the core responsibilities of all Psychology professionals, 

including ethical practice and responsiveness to societal issues. This begs the question as to what the responsibilities 

of the Psychology profession and professionals are and should be; whether Psychology has the ability to respond to its’ 

own and other issues; and how responsive Psychology has been and will be to these issues locally and internationally.

With this in mind, the 22nd Annual South African Psychology Congress, to be held in Johannesburg from the 20-23 

September 2016, has as its theme #PsychologysResponse/ability. The Congress Committee invites submissions for 

the 2016 Congress that contribute to the conversation on the relevance of the profession in a maturing democracy 

as well as in a globalised, technologised world. The Congress encourages submissions from a wide range of voices, 

presentations, scholarly and practice-oriented perspectives. It is hoped that the Congress will showcase a broad range 

of scholarly research and reviews that reflect Psychology as a science, profession and practice. 

Abstract submission for posters, papers, round tables or symposia will open 25 January 2016.

Follow: #psychologysresponse/ability for Congress updates
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